The Fifth Column at Work          m
Britain from an increase of peril if, at the wheel of the
French ship of State, there had been as pilot on June i6th
1940, a Man instead of a bundle of shattered nerves.
But it is not yet the moment to write the history of
that solemn pledge. We have only got as far as Marshal
Goering's speech, the first episode in the war of a special
kind that Hitler was conducting on the moral chess-board.
Let us remember what General Debeney and General
Buhrer told us about the essential task: " To maintain
the morale of the Army and the Country/' It was at the
destruction of this morale that the " war of rot" would
aim.
As early as September I3th a reply was made to Goering's
speech by the first Supreme Council. Mr. Chamberlain,
attended by Lord Chatfield, Minister for the Co-ordination
of Defence, and M. Daladier, accompanied by General
Gamelin, expressed in the final common identity of their
deliberations : " the firm resolution of France and Great
Britain to devote all their strength and all their resources to
facing the conflict which had been imposed upon them."
But a communique was not sufficient to put the fifth
column to flight.
For a long time past the fifth column had been firmly
entrenching itself in France. If the transition from peace
to war endangered some of its positions, others, solid and
concealed, remained which it would utilise to the best
advantage.
Let there be no mistake. I do not mean to say that
all the individuals who were going to act in the same
direction of masked defeatism were under the control of
the German agents. If that were so, they would have
been quickly exposed. The traitors did not show them-
selves, they worked in the deepest shadow, so that the eye
of justice should not surprise them. From afar they
pulled the strings of puppets, some of whom did not even
suspect it, while others, being aware, feigned ignorance.
There was no talk as yet of a sect whose adherents were